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NATIONAL AND STATE VETERAN CEMETERIES

What are the differences between a National Veterans 
Cemetery and a State Veterans Cemetery?

National Cemeteries are maintained by the Department of Veteran 
Affairs (VA), National Cemetery Administration (NCA).  There are a 
total of 155 National Cemeteries in 42 states and Puerto Rico. 

The four (4) National Cemeteries in Maryland are:
a. Annapolis National Cemetery
b. Baltimore National Cemetery
c. Loudon Park National Cemetery
d. Point Lookout Confederate Cemetery





Many states have established State Veterans Cemeteries. 

Eligibility is similar to Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) National 
Cemeteries, but may include residency requirements.  Even though 
they may have been established, expanded, or improved with 
Government funds through the VA's Veterans Cemetery Grants 
Program, state veterans cemeteries are run solely by the states.  

The six (6) State Cemeteries in Maryland are:
a. Cheltenham Veterans Cemetery in Cheltenham, MD
b. Crownsville Veterans Cemetery in Crownsville, MD
c. Eastern Shore Veterans Cemetery in Hurlock, MD
d. Garrison Forest Veterans Cemetery, Rocky Gap Veteran Cemetery
e. The Maryland Department of Veterans Affairs Cemetery Program 

In Crownsville, MD.
Note:  Contact the Cemeteries to determine gravesite or interment 
availability.



What is the eligibility for Burial at these cemeteries?  

Burial in a VA National or State Cemetery is open to all members of 
the armed forces and Veterans who have met minimum active duty 
service requirements (i.e. 90 days prior to September 1980, twenty-
four months after 1980) as applicable by law and were discharged 
under conditions other than dishonorable. 

Reserve components who die while on active duty under certain 
circumstances or who die while on training duty, and former service 
members who retired at the time of death.  

Spouses, minor children, and dependent unmarried adult children 
(i.e. college student or physically or mentally disabled).  State Veteran 
Cemeteries may have residency requirements. 



How do I make Burial Arrangements?

To assist veterans and their families with end-of-life planning, 
VA provides determination of eligibility for burial in a VA 
National Cemetery prior to time of need.  

Interested individuals may submit VA Form 40-10007, 
Application for Pre-Need Determination of Eligibility for Burial 
in a VA National Cemetery. 

Another method is to have the Funeral Home or next-of-kin to 
contact the National Cemetery Scheduling Office to make 
arrangements.



What are the Veteran’s Burial Benefits?  

Burial benefits available include a gravesite in any national 
cemeteries with available space, opening and closing of the grave, 
perpetual care, a Government headstone or marker, a burial flag, 
and a Presidential Memorial Certificate, at no cost to the family. 

Some Veterans may also be eligible for Burial Allowances. 

Cremated remains are buried or inurned in national cemeteries 
in the same manner and with the same honors as casketed 
remains.



Who pays for Headstones, Markers, and Medallions? 

VA provides headstones and markers for graves of eligible 
veterans in private and government cemeteries in the world.  

VA also pays for a bronze medallion that can be affixed to an 
existing privately purchased headstone of marker.  

At a minimum, Government-furnished headstones and markers 
must be inscribed with the legal name of the deceased, branch of 
service, rank, date of birth, date of death, and Section and Grave 
number.



Headstones and markers are furnished for eligible spouses and 
dependents of Veterans only in a national, military base, or state, 
territorial or tribal Veterans cemetery.   Spouses and dependents 
buried in a private cemetery are not eligible for a government-
furnished headstone or marker.   

To order a Headstone or Marker, you must complete VA Form 
40-1330, Application for Standard Government Headstone or 
Marker.  To order a Medallion, you must complete VA Form 
40-1330M, Claim for Government Medallion for Placement in a 
private cemetery.



Why does VA provide a Burial Flag?  

A Burial Flag is furnished to honor the memory of a Veteran’s 
military service to his or her country.  Generally, the flag is 
given to the next-of-kin.  

When there is no next-of-kin, VA will furnish the flag to a friend 
making a request for it.  

You may apply for the flag by completing VA Form 27-2008, 
Application for United States Flag for Burial Purposes.






